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Pastor’s Message: 

Continue on page 11/Message 

Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into His harvest.” (Matthew 9:37–38) 
 
It is a remarkable demonstration of His grace that God uses 
ordinary human beings, poor miserable sinners, as the ministers of 
His grace and teachers of His Word. Good and faithful pastors and 
teachers are not always easy to find, and yet there is a constant 
need for the people of God to be hearing and learning His Word. 
  
First and foremost, as Jesus says, we pray to the Lord to continue 
to provide workers for His harvest field. Secondly, though, we 
recognize that the next generation of pastors and teachers come 
from our congregations and our schools, and they need 
encouragement, guidance, and support to pursue Church Work 
vocations. 
  
The Synod is in the process of developing a new program called 
“Set Apart to Serve,” which is intended to help identify, encourage, 
and guide today’s students to consider becoming tomorrow’s 
pastors and teachers in the Church. Just as Jesus called His 
disciples to follow Him and later to be the proclaimers of His 
Gospel, so too the Lord continues to call His people to vocations of 
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Continue on page 3/Council 

Trinity Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
January 7, 2025  

 
Present: Pastor Hojnacki, Tim Luebkemann, Mark Liefer, Kathy Nagel, Dean Schoenbeck, 
Brenda Brewer, Roger Liefer, Darrell Salger, Eric Rohlfing, Danny Salger, and Lori Woods. 
 
Opening: Chairman Tim Luebkemann called the meeting to order. Pastor led us in prayer. 
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes from last month’s meeting were sent out to all the Board. A 
motion was made, seconded, and moved to accept the secretary reports. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Dean reported offerings were good in December. He was able to pay off 
the Dieterich line of credit and paid Mark & Maureen the final payment of the school flat roof 
fund loan! Thanks be to God; we ended the year debt free. There is remaining money in the roof 
fund but we will continue that fund until we get the shingled roofs from all our buildings that 
were damaged in the storms, paid off. The winter weather has put a halt on finishing that 
project, but as soon as that can be completed, we will have the insurance company inspect it and 
hopefully recover additional insurance money on that. We also exceeded our Mission goal by 
$3,751.06! So, the total amount sent to the district was $12,099.66 and COSLHS received 
$6,651.40. The steeple was repaired by Warnecke at a cost of $5800.00. A donation from Mark 
& Maureen Liefer covered this expense. A new phone system was installed at school with 
money used from the Wilkening fund to cover this. The Angel Tree donations netted $1625.00. 
A motion was made, seconded, and moved to accept the treasurers report. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor reported there were 17 church services in December. Two funerals, 
Emma Schoenbeck on December 30 and Ronald Whelan on December 31. Pastor, as Circuit 
Visitor, is busy with the call process at St. John’s Red Bud. The SID District Convention will 
be held February 20-22 in O’Fallon. Ash Wednesday will be on March 5, Palm Sunday and 
confirmation will be on April 13 and Easter will be April 20. Pastor has updated the church 
computer membership list by identifying those who are voting members. 
 
Elder’s Report: Nothing to report. 
 
School Board Report: Lori reported that the School Christmas concert was held Sunday 
afternoon, December 15, and was well attended. Registration for preschool is being accepted. 
The basketball tournament in December went very well. A reminder That February 28th, the 
return of the Shinsings Band will be at Trinity for a night of dancing. Also, February 7 is 
Trinity’s Trivia Night. The accreditation is nearing completion and the final accreditation 
meeting will be in March.  
 
Trustees Report: Eric noted that the cemetery road needs rock added to it. With all the rain 
recently, it was very muddy. It was discussed if we needed to leave as is with the grass in the 
center and use small rock or if we should add more rock and cover the road completely and 
make it a bit wider. It was discussed if mowing and spraying weeds would be a problem if we 
totally rock it, and if it would be harder for people to walk on it. It was decided to discuss it 
with the cemetery committee. The lighting on the church parking lot was discussed again. 
 
In regards to the annual voters meeting January 19, Tim presented the current ballot for officers 
and still looking for a few more if anyone was interested. The salary ballot was presented and 
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Council: 

explained. A motion was made and moved to accept the ballot to be presented to the voters. 
Dean also prepared a report with a breakdown of what were school income and expenses, and 
what were church income and expenses. He also broke out what were personnel expenses. It 
was decided this was a good report and it should be handed out at the voters meeting.  
 
The meeting was adjourned; Pastor led us in the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Nagel, Secretry  

Annual Voters’ Meeting 
January 19, 2025 

 
Opening: The annual meeting was called to order by Chairman, Tim Luebkemann at 1:00 p.m.  
Pastor opened with prayer. There were 70 voting members present. 
 
Voting Members: A motion was made, seconded, and moved to accept one new voting 
member, Isaac Luebkemann. 
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes from the January 2024 annual meeting, and the April 21 and 
September 22 special meetings were previously published in the newsletter and a copy also 
handed out today. Tim asked if there were any questions or if someone needed it read. As there 
were none, a motion was made, seconded, and moved to accept the secretary’s reports.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Dean reported we had another good year and ended the year with $72,362 
in the general fund. The debt reduction offerings of $63,673 he thought was one of the highest 
amounts we ever had. The picnic, fish fry, chicken soup and the angel tree fundraisers were all 
good. The School Roof Fund loan from Mark & Maureen Liefer has been paid off. We ended 
the year with no outstanding loans! There is a remaining balance of $1,941 in the roof fund. The 
Council decided to continue the roof fund since we had to replace all the shingled roofs because 
of storm damage. The insurance should cover most of it except the $10,000 deductible which 
we will have to pay. Other building expenses incurred this year was the replacement of both 
showers in the parsonage, a furnace at school and the furnace on the north side, upstairs in 
church. We exceeded our Mission budget and the excess of $3,751,06 was split between the 
District and COSLHS. The value of our investments and CDs at the end of the year are 
$589,660. Of that $265,702 are designated for the church remodel. This year the accreditation 
had to be done. One of the items needed was to determine the cost of educating our students. 
So, Dean broke apart the church and school expenses to arrive at that number. It was 
determined that it cost $17,943 a year per student. A copy of this breakdown was handed out to 
members today. A motion was made and moved to accept the treasurers report. 
 
Principal’s Report:  Robin Booth reported that we have 3 more students this year than last 
year. For the year they donated $180 to Life Network, $860 to the Lutheran Disaster Fund, and 
collected 188 boxes of cereal that were donated to Western Egyptian Food Pantry. The Lego 
Club donated 10% of their fundraising to the Church. The Fire Department and Medstar 
Ambulance came to the school this year for the students to see the equipment and to ask 

Continue on page 4/Annual Meeting 
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Annual meeting: 

questions of them. A bus safety drill was also held. The students in PreK-3rd grade took a field 
trip to the Pumpkin Patch and the older students visited Camp Wartburg for a day of team 
building activities. Several events and activities were held for the kids, their families, and the 
community: A Fall Fest, a Dance Night, a Family Skate Night, a Family Fun Night and an Open 
House and Game Night for the PreK and Kindergarten families. The kids put on a great 
Christmas Play. Several students won awards this year, A third grader and a kindergartener won 
third place in the Country in the Lutheran Ministries Coloring Contest. One student won 1st 
place in the Patriot’s Pen contest and now qualifies to go on to the district level. The sports 
program is flourishing. They held a basketball tournament in December that went really well. 
They have also hosted several other games and few more to come. Upcoming will be an Open 
House, A Family Game Night and the Shinsings will be here again for an adult night of dancing 
and fellowship. Robin thanked all the people that have helped with the accreditation. It’s a long 
tedious job and costly, and appreciates all the help and support. She also thanked the 
congregation for all we do for her and the school, and to allow her to be our principal. 
 
Youth Group Report:  Isaac Luebkemann, President, gave the report. They held the 
Confirmation Reunion and Easter Breakfast and made $1,433 from the generous donations. 
They then again held the silent auction and cornhole tournament at the annual picnic, and 
served refreshments after the summer Sunday morning church services. In August they 
welcomed 4 new members and said goodbye to one senior. New officers elected include: 
President-Isaac Luebkemann, Vice-President-Jaden Kadlec, Secretary-Trent Sternberg, 
Treasurer-Eva Kinney, and Banners-Dalton Dannenberg. Then was their annual cookie and 
candy sales which they sold $10,000 worth of goodies. In December they delivered Christmas 
cards to Trinity members and then held their Christmas party. With their profits this year they 
were able to donate $1000 to adopt a student at the seminary, donate $2500 to help with the 
expense of the adult volunteers from our congregation that are helping at the National Youth 
Gathering, and donated $500 to a local needy family. Rebecca Juelfs/Kohne is stepping down 
as youth leader. He thanked her for her many years of service and dedication to Trinity Youth 
Group. A new leader is needed, if anyone is interested or has questions, please contact them. He 
also thanked the congregation for their continued support. 
 
Pastor’s Report: In Official Acts this year there were 8 baptisms (3 adults, 5 infants), 5 
Confirmations (1 adult, 4 children), 3 weddings, and 9 funerals. There was 1 transfer out and 2 
transfers in and 1 member released. With our new computer church record keeping, Pastor now 
can keep our membership list up to date.  We currently have 529 baptized members, 425 
confirmed members and 190 voting members. In 2024 there were a total of 95 regular church 
services with an average attendance of 124. In addition to preaching and preparing for those 
services, there were the additional weddings and funerals. He also teaches Sunday and 
Wednesday morning bible classes, and public-school confirmation class on Sunday evenings. 
On Wednesday morning he has school chapel and the other 4 days he teaches confirmation and 
religion to 5th – 8th grades. He regularly attends meetings, School Faculty, Elders, Church 
Council, Sow & Grow, and Board of Christian Education, and helped with the accreditation. He 
provides writings for the bulletin, newsletters and occasionally the North County News. At 
COSLHS, Pastor is on the Board of Directors, so he attends meetings, leads devotions, and 
participates in some events. When needed, he will visit shut-ins, and make hospital calls, and 
provide emergency and pastoral counseling. 
 
Pastor’s Synod duties involve attending circuit and district Pastors’ meetings and conferences. 

Continue on page 5/Annual Meeting 
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Annual meeting: 

He is the Circuit Visitor for SID 10 and attends and runs meetings and assist congregations with 
vacancies.  
 
Christ Our Savior Lutheran High School Report: Lisa Luebkemann gave the report. There 
are 25 students. In sports, they have volleyball, cross country, boys & girls’ basketball. and 
track. They have a drama club and plan to have a dinner theatre again this year. The fish fry and 
trivia night are coming up. A mission trip is being planned to Ashville, North Carolina, to help 
with restoration from the hurricanes last year. They held an eighth-grade day with students from 
St John’s Chester, St John’s Red Bud and Trinity attending. They also are having an Ag 
Carnival Day in April for Kindergarten through 4th grade. 
 
Voter’s Ballot:  The officer ballot was presented. Tim asked for any other names to be added 
to the ballot. Being none, a motion was made and moved to accept the ballot as presented. After 
voting the following members were elected: Chairman- Ken Fehr, Finance Committee- Hillary 
Sternberg, Rosalyn Thies, and Grace Koester, Trustees- Eric Rohlfing and Kevin Langrehr, 
School Board- Jonathan Mehring, Elders- Cliff Harms and Mike Koester. 
 
Salary Ballot: The salary ballot, recommended by the salary committee, was presented. With 
no questions or discussion, a motion was made and moved to accept the salary ballot as 
presented. Voting was held. The voters moved by majority vote to grant a 2% increase. 
 
Annual Picnic:  A brief discussion was held in regards to what we want to do this year. The 
school will not have a play on the day of the picnic because a conflict with another event that 
day where students will be involved. A motion was made to just have a chicken/sausage dinner, 
along with the country store, and the Youth Group will have their silent auction online. Motion 
carried. 
 
Thank you:  A special thank you to Mark & Maureen Liefer for the loan they had given Trinity 
for the School Roof Fund. As reported earlier we have paid that all back to them. THANK 
YOU! 
 
Church Remodel:  Now that the roof projects are done, it was decided to resume the church 
remodel planning. A committee had started meeting a few years ago, but decided to hold off 
when the roof project came up. The main thing is to repair and repaint the interior and possibly 
a few structural changes. While Warnecke Restoration was here to examine the steeple, he also 
recommended that the brick on the whole church be waterproofed, which has not been done in 
over 10 years. He said that would probably help our moisture problem on the inside of church, 
if we first waterproofed the outside. So, the council suggested having this done before we do 
any remodeling on the inside. It was also decided to cover the cost of waterproofing with 
money from the remodeling fund. Tim plans to announce a meeting soon and asked for anyone 
to come and get involved and give in-put and suggestions. 
 
Adjourn:  Installation will be held next Sunday. A motion was made and moved to adjourn. 
Pastor led us in the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Nagel, Secretary 



February 1 
Grace Gonstal 
Macy Sternberg 
 
February 2 
Marlin Stamm 
 
February 3 
Karry Lucht 
 
February 6 
Eric Piel 
 
February 8 
Bruce Burmester 
Scott Juelfs 
Nathan Kinney 
Aaron Lange 
Carter Lange 
Victoria Salger 
 
February 9 
Keaton Wandro 
 
February 10 
Katelyn Hamilton 
Nora Langrehr 
Ronald Wood 
 
February 12 
Owen Blow 
Emily Burmester 
Betty Fehr 
Rev. Scott Hojnacki 
 
February 14 
Erin Liefer 
 
February 15 
Lynette Stellhorn 
 
February 16 
Michael Juelfs 
Michelle Mehring 
 
February 18 
Matthew Piel 
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                 February Birthdays                    February Anniversaries             

February 19 
Chase Dayton 
Christin Harms 
Toni Liefer 
Diane Schoenbeck 
 
February 20 
Stephanie     
Falkenhein 
 
February 21 
Edward Hesch 
 
February 22 
Darrell Buch 
Rachel Gregson 
Tyler Kipping 
 
February 23 
Donald Crabill 
Shari Homrighausen 
Cynthia Schaefer 
 
February 24 
Dalton Dannenberg 
Nicholas Fehr 
Mary Hamilton 
Ruth Juelfs 
Jaden Kadlec 
 
February 25 
Curtis Harms 
Jane Lucht 
Lane Oakley 
 
February 26 
Carl Rehmer 
 
February 27 
Mary Kern 
 
February 28 
Darrell Salger 
 
February 29 
Joy Bauer 

* If there are any edits, corrections, deletions, or 
additions to these lists, please notify Heather so she 

can update the church’s membership computer 
program. Thank you! 

February 14 
Eric & Nichole Rohlfing 
Marvin & Jeannie 
Stellhorn 
 
February 19 
Rollie & Susie 
Dannenberg 
 
February 24 
Matthew & Sophie Fehr 

With the Lord enjoy your 
day!  



Trinity Lutheran School 
Dr. Robin Booth, Principal 

Mission Statement: 
To aid parents and the church by providing Christian education 

to nurture children in mind, body, and spirit. 

Volume 373, Issue 449                   Page 7 

“Endure” Hebrews 12:1-3 
trinityredbud.com 

February 7:  Progress reports go home  
February 14: Early dismissal @ 11:20 a.m.  
February 17: No school—President’s Day  
February 21: Family skate night 6—8 p.m.  
February 28: Early dismissal @ 11:20 a.m. 

School Music Calendar 

 

TLS children will be participating (singing/playing) 

during  church services on: 

March 2: Grades 5—8 Handbells  

May 20: Grades K-7— Graduation 

Proclaiming  
God’s  

Majesty 
 
 

Job 37:6 
For to the snow he says, 

‘Fall on the earth,’ 
    likewise to the downpour, 

his mighty downpour.  
 

Job 37:10 
By the breath of God ice is 

given, 
    and the broad waters are 

frozen fast. 
 

Job 27:13 
Whether for correction or 

for his land 
    or for love, he causes it to 

happen.  

UPCOMING FUN! 

 

Family Skate Night 

 

Friday, February 21 

 

6:00—8:00 p.m 

 

Parents and siblings 

are invited! 

 

Need a permission 

slip, skate size, and 

$12 rental fee for 

each person. 

Thank you, Ken Fehr, for capturing this beautiful scene! 
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Two Trinity Lutheran School Children received  

Certificates of Achievement in the national  

2025 Lutheran Hour Ministries Coloring Contest. 

Congratulations, 

third-grader  

Ellie Schrader—

third place! 

Congratulations, 

Kindergartener 

Olivia Fortman—

third place! 
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February 28, 2025 
 

The ShinSings 
will be back! 

 
Tickets $25 

Contact Dr. Booth or Heather 

After devotions and an early dinner 
at Lisa’s Market Street Grille, the 
ANNA Group toured the Conner 

House in Prairie du Rocher in 
December. After completing their 

tour, they were treated to homemade 
cheesecake.  

Thank you, Conner House 

ANNA (Widows’) GROUP 
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of every month. 

 
All widows are welcome to attend. 

 
POC: Janice Cowell or Cheryl Sauerhage. 

A white cardinal (or two?) has been 
spotted in the Prairie area! 

Thanks,  
Kathy Nagel 
for sharing 
the picture! 

Thanks,  
Danny Salger 
for sharing the 

picture! 
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Message: 

love and service to the Church and the people of God. 
  
Look for more information about this important work following this month’s District 
Convention (February 20-22). Trinity will be represented at the Convention by Pastor 
Hojnacki and Larry Erdmann. 

With gratitude let us thank: 
 
The family of Emma Schoenbeck for 
memorials to Trinity General Fund and 
Building Fund. 
 
The family of Ronald Whelan for memorials 
to Trinity General Fund and Building Fund. 
 
The Trinity Mission Quilters for their 
donation of $500 to the Roof Fund. 
 
Sow & Grow LWML for their 2024 Angel 
Tree donations of $1,625 to Trinity General 
Fund and $50 to the Organ Fund. 
 
Mark & Maureen Liefer for their donation to 
cover the payment of the church steeple 
inspection by Warnecke. 

Church History 
 

This little 3.5” x 5.5” booklet was found in an old box 
that had belonged to H.Edward & Melba Liefer.  

The booklet appears to have been professionally printed. 
It has a card stock cover and the pages are stapled (x2) 

in the folded center. 
 

Although it is not dated, the first 10 pages are typed in 
English and the last 10 pages are typed in German.  

 
Check upcoming issues of Trinity Tidings for the 

Constitution of Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church at Horse 
Prairie, Illinois in German.  

 
Thank you, Mark Liefer for sharing. 



                Altar Guild Schedule          Acolyte Schedule 
 

Feb 2: Cathy Burmester & Michelle Mehring  Feb 2:   Micah Sattler    
Feb 8:  Lois Eckert & Luann Nurnberger   Feb 9:   Harrison Rohlfing    
Feb 9:  Sheryl McKnight & Faye Piel    Feb 16: Leah Sattler 
        Feb 23:  Konnor Schnepel 

Newsletter Deadline: 
Please submit items for the March 2025 issue of Trinity Tidings  

by February 22...articles, information, recognitions, pictures, etc. 
Maureen Liefer 

mmliefer@htc.net 
618-615-3091 (cell/text), 282-2072 (home) 

Hard copies accepted. 
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Usher Schedule (for the week of…) 
 
February 2:   Youth Group    March 2:   Daryl Whelan 
February 9:   Jeff Mehring    March 9:   Dean Schoenbeck 
February 16: Matt Piel    March 16: Roger Liefer 
February 23: Michael Koester   March 23:  Doug Stamm 
       March 30:  Tim Luebkemann 

2024 CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE (additional) 
 

In memory of Melvin Juelfs, Arlin & Selma Stellhorn, Louis & Olga Juelfs…Given by 
Ruth Ann Juelfs 

In memory of our parents Erwin & Irene Buch, James & Mildred Crabill 
Jim, John, Kenneth & Dean Crabill, Donna Smith, Joan Mathers, Richard & Connie 

Buch & Donnie Buch…Given by Don & Carol Crabill 
In memory of Larry Luebkemann…Given by Margaret Luebkemann 

In memory of Ruth, Karen, Katherine & Daniel Nagel…Given by Kenneth Nagel 
In memory of Henry & Lucille Fehr…Given by The Ron Fehr family 

In memory of Paul & Leona Salger & Wilbert & Mildred Fehr…Given by Ron & Betty 
Fehr 

In memory of Tom Herzoz…Given by Mary, Donny & Katelyn Hamilton 
+                                                                                

In honor of my children & their families…Given by Ruth Ann Juelfs 
In honor of my children, grandchildren & great grandchildren…Given by 

Margaret Luebkemann 
In honor of Robert & Kathy, Laura & Jeff…Given by Kenneth Nagel 

In honor of our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren…Given by Ron & 
Betty Fehr 



Volume 373, Issue 449                   Page 13 



Volume 373, Issue 449                   Page 14 



Volume 373, Issue 449                   Page 15 



Volume 373, Issue 449                                           Page 16 

School Flat Roof Fund Approximate Total 
Thanks be to God... 

$125,000 $126,000 $127,000 $128,000 $129,000 

$130,000 $131,000 $132,000 $133,000 $134,000 

$135,000 $136,000 $137,000 $138,000 $139,000 

$140,000 $141,000 $142,000 $143,000 $144,000 

$145,000 $146,000 $147,000 $148,000 $149,000 

$150,000 $151,000 $152,000 $153,000 $154,000 

$155,000 $156,000 $157,000 $158,000 $159,000 

$160,000 $161,000 $162,000 $163,000 $164,000 

$165,000 $166,000 $167,000 $168,000 $169,000 

$170,000 $171,000 $172,000  About $173,000  

Loan repayment October 3, 2023: $5,000; November 5, 2023: $7,000;  
December 31, 2023: $7,500; April 30, 2024: $7,500; June 30, 2024: $5,000;  
August 30, 2024: $6,880; October 31, 2024: $3,275;  
December 31, 2024: FINAL LOAN PAYMENT $3,711.20  
Loan balance due: $0 

THANKS BE TO GOD...the school roof loan has been paid in full! 
 

Glory be to God the Father,  
Glory be to God the Son,  

Glory be to God the Spirit:  
Great Jehovah, Three in One!  

Glory, glory While eternal ages run! 
 

LSB Hymn 506 v1 

Are not two sparrows sold for a 

penny? And not one of them 

will fall to the ground apart 

from your Father.  

Matthew 10:29 


